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Emmeline Pankhurst Class 

A warm welcome back to Year 5! 

STRIVE 

At St Simon’s we use the acronym STRIVE to show the qualities that every child at St 

Simon’s should aim to have. For the whole academic year, we will be focusing on 

becoming resilient individuals in all that we do at St Simon’s. 

 

Our class’s name this year is Emmeline Pankhurst. Emmeline Pankhurst showed 

incredible resilience and determination to fight to help British women achieve the 

right to vote. Born and raised in Manchester, Emmeline noticed that women were 

treated differently to men and became motivated to help change that. Despite 

facing many challenges, Emmeline worked hard to lead the Suffragettes to success 

and is remembered for her huge influence on women’s rights. 

 

Block 2 Review: 

Over the last 10 weeks, we explored the question ‘How do our actions shape the 

world?’ We studied the Amazon Rainforest in both Geography and Literacy and 

considered the impact of human actions on nature. We loved reading our class 

book ‘The Explorer’ and enjoyed our explorer day, where we had to survive in the 

rainforest after a plane crash! We created some wonderful writing including 

instructions on how to survive in the rainforest and even had a go at writing our own 

explorer inspired stories!  

Block 3: 

Over the next 10 weeks we will be studying space and the solar system. In addition 

to learning about planets, stars, and galaxies, it is essential to understand the history 

of space exploration, including the remarkable individuals who played crucial roles, 
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often unnoticed. Our enquiry question for this block will be ‘Why should everyone 

have the chance to explore space and follow their dreams, no matter who they 

are?’ 

The hidden figures in the space race, especially women of colour like Katherine 

Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson, overcame barriers to contribute 

significantly to space missions. Their achievements not only advanced our 

understanding of the cosmos but also symbolize the importance of equality, dreams, 

fairness, and change in shaping the future of space exploration and inspiring young 

minds to reach for the stars. 

 

P.E & outdoor learning 

P.E. will take place every Tuesday and Friday. Children will need to wear their full PE 

kits to school on these days. 

Outdoor Learning: 

For the first 10 weeks, the children will be participating in Outdoor Learning sessions 

on a Tuesday. The children will need: 

- Waterproof coat (all weathers)  

- Long sleeved top (all weathers) 

- Full length trousers (all weathers) 

- Wellies (all weathers) 

- Warm socks and spare socks (if it is wet) 

- Gloves, scarf and hat (in cold weather) 

Homework 

Reading 

In Year 5 pupils are expected to read for 20 minutes every evening. They must note 

in their reading record books what they have read. The reading records will be 

collected in on a Tuesday and Friday so they can be checked in order for us to 

monitor the children’s reading – pupils will have two reading books sent home. If 

they complete a book, it will be changed on a Tuesday or Friday by staff. There is a 

box in class for pupils to place their completed book and reading record on those 

days. We ask that you try to listen to your child read daily and discuss what they 

have been reading and also sign their reading record weekly. 

In addition, children will be set homework on Reading 

Eggspress every Friday and due in for the following 

Thursday.  

 

 

 



Spelling 

- Children will be given spelling words to learn on a Monday and will be tested 

on these words the following Monday. 

Spelling homework is in the dark blue spelling book. Children need to pick two 

activities from the spelling activities list to complete each week.  

Maths 

 

This year the children will receive a weekly maths task set in their homework journals. 

The children continue to have access to TTRockstars which they can logon and use 

to aid their knowledge of times tables.    

 

Maths homework will be set on a Friday and due in for the following Tuesday.  

 

 

Year 5 Homework Timetable 

 Reading books  Homework set 

Monday 

 

Change books -Spellings 

(Set and then tested every 

Monday)  

 

Tuesday 

 

 - Maths homework due 

 

Wednesday 

 

  

Thursday 

 

 - Reading eggs due 

Friday 

 

Change books -Maths homework set in 

homework journals 

-Reading eggs task 

 

 

Class Dojo:  

The school uses Class Dojo as a way to promote STRIVE as well as being an 

opportunity for you to contact me about any query you may have. Your child will 

receive positive points on this site for displaying the key skills within STRIVE. Please 

make sure you have signed up so that we can share all our learning 

with you. 

 

 



I look forward to what the remainder of the school year ahead holds. If you have 

any questions or need clarification on any of these points, please message me on 

Class Dojo. 

Kindest regards, 

Miss Cliffe  


